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Lfn Irlca
Africa ptesents an overview ofthe geography ofthis continent and its islan<l countr.ies.
The teaching and learning in this unit are based on the five themes ofgeography
developed by the Association ofAmerican Geographers together with the Naiional
Council for Geographic Educatron.

explaining the activities in the section
teachers and students

Pages 4 6 provide suggestions on how to use this unit, including instructions for
creating a geography center.

The five themes of geography are described on pages 2 and 3. The themes are also
identified on all student worksheets throughout the unit.

AJrica ls divided into seven sections.

Each section includes:
, teacl-rer resource pages
infbrmation pages for
reproducible resources
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The Five Themes of Geography

catron

Position on the Earth's Surface

Location can be described in two ways. Relative location refers to the location of a place
in relation to another place. Absolute location (exact location) is usually expressed in
degrees of longitude and latitude.

\7e can say Gambia is located in the western part of Afiica, Its boundaries
are Senegal and the Adantic Ocean.

Bujumbura, the capital city of Burundi, is located at 3.S latitude
29"E longitude.

lace

Physical and Human Characteristics
Place is expressed in the characteristics rhat disringuish a location. It can be described in
ph1'sical characteristics such as water and landforms, climate, etc., or in human
characteristics such as languages spoken, religion, government, erc.

South of the harsh northern deserts is the savanna, wirh shorr grasscs
and scattered trees.

There are more than 1000 languages spoken in Afiica.

'Relationships within PIaces

Humans and the Environment
This theme includes studies of how people depend on the environment, how people
adapt to and change the environmenr, and the impact of technology on the environment.
Cities, roads, planted fields, and teraced hillsides are all examples of mans mark on a
place. A place's mark on man is reflected in the kind of homes built, the clothing worn,
the work done, and the foods eaten.

The majority of farmers in Africa live on small subsisrence farms where
families raise food and livestock for their own use.
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ovement

How They Form and Change

Human Interactions on the Earth
Movement describes and anallzes the changing patterns caused by human interactions
on the Eartht surface. Eveq.thing moves. People migrate, goods are transported, and
ideas are exchanged. Modern technology connects people worldwide through advanced
forms of communication.

Eglrpt uses a nework of pipelines to transpoft oil products and crude oil.
These pipelines supply oil ro refineries and export shipyards.

'- 
'.Rcgions

Regions are a way to describe and compare places. A region is defined by its common
characteristics and/or features. It might be a geographic region, an economic region, o(
a cultural resion.

Geographic region: The Sahara Desert suetches aiross the African
continent from the Atlantic Ocean to the Red Sea.

Economic region: Copper is mined in a part of Africa that stretches across
Zambia and into the Democratic Republic of the Congo (Zaire).

Cultural region: The Tirareg are a matriarchal people living in the Sahara.
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Using This Geography Unit
Cood Teaching with Africa

Use your everyday good teaching practices as you present material in this unit.
,, Provide necessary background and assess student readiness:

teview necessary skills such as using latitude, longitude,
and map scales

model new activities
previeu available re:ource.

" Define the task on the worksheet or the research project:
explain e:'pecrations lor the.ompleted task

discuss evaluation of the project

" Guide student research:

provide adequate time for work
provide appropriate resources

, Share completed projects and new learnings:
correct misconceptions and misinformation
discuss and analyze information

Doins Student Worksheets
Before assigning student worksheets, decide how to manage the resources that you have
available. Consider the following scenarios for doing a page that requires almanac or
atlas research:
. You have one classroom almanac or atlas.

Make an overhead transparency ofdre page needed and
work as a class to complete the activigt or reproduce the

appropriate almanac page for individual students. (Be sure

to check copyright notations before reproducing pages.)
. You have several almaracs or atlascs.

Students work in small groups with one resource per
group, or rotate students through a center to complete
the work.

. You have a class set of almanacs or atlases.

Students work independently with their own resources.

Checking Srudent Work
A partial answer key is provided on pages 77 and 78.
Consider the following options for checking the pages:
, Collect the pages and check them yoursell Then have

students make corrections.
, Have students work in pairs to check and correct

information.
'_ Discuss and correct the pages as a class.
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Creating a Geography Center
Students will use the center to locate information and to disolay rheir work.

Preparation
l. Po:t Lhe trnit map of Mrica on an a.ce..ible bullctin bo;rd.
2. Add a chart for lisring ftcr'.rbour Afric.r,r' rhey are learned.
3. Allow,space for students to display newspaper and magazine articles on the continent,

as well as samples oftheir completed proJe-ts.
4. Provide the following research iesources:

,, world maP
. globe
. atlas (one or more)
, current almanac

LompufCr program\ and orher electronic re:ourcet
ficrion and nonficrion books (See bibliogrrphy on
pages 79 and 80.)

5. Pro'idecopie. of rhe search crrds rpage5 6q--l).
.rosrword puzzle {page) -2 and -Ji. ind word .earch
(page -4)- Pla.e,these items in rhe center. along wirh
Paper an(l penc s.

Additional Resources
At appropriate times during the unit, you will want ro
provide student access to these additional research
resoufces:

', Filrnstrips, videos, and laser discs
,, Approved sites on the Vorld Y/ide lVeb

: rq br E\rn-M,6r a.T
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Making a Portfolio on Africa
Provide a folder in which students save the work completed in this unic.
Reproduce the following portfolio pages for each student:

' A Summary of Facts about Africa, page 56
Students will use this fact sheet to summarize basic

information they have learned about Africa. They will
add ro the sheet as they move through rhe unir.

' liThatt Inside This Portfolioi, page 67
Studenrs will record pages and projects that they
add to the portfolio, the date of each addition,
and why it was included.

. My Bibliography, page 68
Students will record the books and other materials

they use throughout their study of Africa.

Ar rhe end ot rhe unir have srudenrs create a co\er
illustration showing some aspect of Afiica.

Encourage students to refer to dreir portfolios often.
Meet with them individually to discuss their learning.
Use the completed portfolio as an assessment tool.

Using the Unit Map

Remove the full-color
do the following:

unit map from the center of this book and use it to help students

. locate and learn the names of laldforms, water forms, and physical regions ofA&ica

' practice finding relative locations using the cardinal directions shown on the

compass rose

" calculate distances between places using the scale

,I
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Introducin Africa
Tour the Ceography Center

Introduce the Geography Center to your class. Show the
research materials and explain their uses. Ask students to
locate rhe sec(ion. ofarla'es and almanacs containing
material about Africa.

Thinkirg about Africa
Prepare a K!(L chart in advance. Reproduce page 8 for
each srudent. Give students a period of time (5 10

minutes) to Iist facts they already know about Africa and
questions about the continent they would like answered.

rrr'i:::::taL:a:Ui:rt:l'r:il.:

Reproduce pages 9 and 10 for each student.

"Locating AfricJ' helps students locare Africa using
relative location, Use the introducory paragraph to review
the definition of relative location, arrd then have students
complete the page.

''Name the Hemisphere" reviews the Eartht division into
hemispheres. Students are asked to name the hemispheres in
rvhich Aliica is located. Using a globe to demonstrate the
divisions, read the introducrion together. Then have students
complete the page.

::199 br EvrlMoor Cort.
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Tiansfer their responses to the K!7L chart. Post the chart
in a place where you car.r add to it throughout your study
ofthe continent.

Where Is Africa?
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Africa
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Relative location tells where a place is Iocated in relation

description of its relative location to help you find Africa
the continent on the map below and write Africa on it.

Africa. the second lrrSest contineni, is

the Atlantic and Indian Oceans. It is to

to other places. Use the
on the world map. Color in

located between

the south of

Europe and to the north oI Antarctica. The equalor rurs

throush the middle of the continent.

a mao of Africa. Find these olaces and write their relative locations:Look at

1. Chad

l. Lake Victoria

Son
,Inagileyouarede"cribingthcrelativelocationofthecountlyinwhichyoulivetoa

student in Afi-ica. l(hat would you say?

..r I r E.:n Moor Curp



Namc .Location

Name the Hemisphere
The globe can be divided in half two ways. Each half is called a hemisphere. .When it
is divided at the equator, the southern and northern hemispheres are created. Vhen it
is divided along the prime meridian and 180" lonqitude, the western and eastern
hemispheres are created.

Look at Alrica on a globe. Then answer these questions:
1 Name the hemispheres in which Africa is located.

2. Is urore of Africa's land rrass in the eastern or wesrern hemisphere?

3. Is more ofAfrica's land mass in the southern or nonhern hemisphere?

4. \hich of these lines of latitude run through Africa-equator, Tropic of Cancer,

Iro pic of CapL icorn l

Use hemisphercs to describe the location ofthe country in which you live.
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Wbter and Landforms
:rr::,::r.tiriir :1;.:jiti::i:lll!li9rrir!'ii.r1si,1.!ca!!*r,r3.:9!rc*@,i1!!eay:ri9i!sr*:ii$,5!Ls1ir:i$ri:aqiaitit9,s{llL{!l!llltl'

Collecting information by reading physical maps involves many skills. Pages 12-14
provide strLdents with the opportunity to refine these skills as they learn about water

and landforms on the continent of Africa.

Water Forms

Reproduce pages 12 and 13 for each student, Use the
unit map to practice locating oceansJ seas, lakes, and
rivers on a map.
', Review how rivers and lakes are shown on a map.
. Discuss pitfalls students may face in finding the

correct names (names written along the river, small

type, several narnes close together).
. Have students locate at least one example of each

rype of water form on the

' Then have students locate

forms on their individual physical maps.

Landforms

Reproduce page 14 for each student. Have students use

the same map used to complete page 13, or reproduce

new copie' oF page 12 lor this acLiviry
. Review the ways mountains, deserts, and other

landforms are shown on a map (symbols, color
variations, Iabels).

' Have students practice locating some of the
mountains, deserts, and other landforms on the unit
map of Africa.

, Then have students locate and label the listed

landforms on their individual physical maps.

umr maP.

and label the listed water

-J-'::t"€.-..... ... -tv

,--;;, ;{;_":#}:::. . " "'

;-.- -o.--"-

'*;;kq**;:;"'"
: '*-- E ..,
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Name
l,id?:,t:!{rirrrr.litl*illalll9r{!r.inr.t.-,i1r1rr:!r3:jrsr:5{:rre{rinrr:aig3ir?i:...:,: :

Africa
$l:'fl*tu
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Oceans, Seas, Lakes, and Rivers
Find these places on your map of Africa and label them. Use a map, a globe, or an adas

to help you find the answers. Check off each one as you label it.

-.-. .. ..1. .r:,..:r. r:Ii.

[*l Adantic o..ro . '. ,..,f ,, 6rlf of Guinea

:" 

=
I-l n.d s." [-l Nig., Riu.,

I-l culf of Ad.r, fl Lake vicroria

Congo (Zaire) River I- l Nil. Riu.,

I I Zambezi Riuer | | Strait ofGibraltar

Indian Ocean [_l Mozambique Channel

Mediterranean Sea [*l Lake Tanganyika

: t.r 
r.t . , . ii.. ..1 . .,,,1.:.i .

-_---'--\
I

,,^". )^"1,l^l,,- lTiace the rivers dark blue.

Color the lakes dark blue.

Color the seas, oceans;
and gulfs light blue.

fiagine you are traveling by water from Cairo, Egypt, to Maputo, Mozambi{ue.

Explain the route you would follow.
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! l:"":'-"n'"'o ! r:"":**'"f-l Kd"hrti D.r.r, l-l lb.sri Mounrains

tulas Mountairu f-l Crear fuFr Valley

i aonro u",,n i *".,0 oo.,,

l--l Saiara Deserr | | Ethiopian Highlands(-J

iI:'I,,,''.:: i::rl i " ."r'l- .r.i...ri_t. .. .

African Landforms
Find these places on your map of Africa and label them. Use a map, a globe, or an
atlas to help you find the answers. Check off each one as you label it.

the landforms you would cross going in a straight line fiom Casablanca, Morocco,
to N'Diamena. Chad.
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characteristics and climatic conditions. The material on pages 16-24 explores some of
these regions.

Regions of Africa
Follow the same procedure for each of these regions:

Sahara Desert, pages 16 and l7
Rainforests, pages 18 and 19

Savannas, pages 20 and 21

' Reproduce the required pages for each student.
. As a class, discuss the information about the region and

find it on the map.
', Share additional information from books and videos in

your geography center.
,' Then have students answer the questions about the

region on their activiry pages.

Comprring Re6ions

Reproduce page 22 for each student. Students are to fill in
the chart to compare and contrast characteristics of an

African desert, a rainforest, and a savanna. They should
recall the information they learned in the previous activity
and do additional lesearch using materials provided in the
geography center.

Then have students select one of the regions on the chart,

synthesize the information they have gathered, and write a

report about the region.

Desertification
Reproduce pages 23 and 24 fot each student. Make an

overhead transparenry of page 24. As a class, read and discuss

the information, referring to the map to see where deserts

currently exist and where there is danger of deserdfication.
.Send students to class resources to find out more about this

desertification.

.:r::r:aa::..::a::::ri.a,:iil:ati::1iU: :::i:ir.

The continent of Africa has several geographic regions. Each has distinct physical

::i....,..,.......,.-..-.,...............,...Ii]]:i

|i1":ry:r'ra i | 1! ! rrlt-'iiii;a i I : l

i ++i,'-'l
!1
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'Regions
.*r!*r:r?:;i!:tiiit:iii:li]!:.:iir.}..:.s--!!ri*i:*:-*reLi-*rttr;,"€1,r'i*t9llli::9as. .1.!.{ .- ' :i c-.qr! "

Sahara Desert
The Sahara Desert is one of the main geographical regions ofAfrica

The Sahara desert is the largest desert in the
world. It extends across northern Africa
from the Atlantic Ocean to the Red Sea. It
stretches more than 1200 miles (1931 km)
from north to south. It is almost as large as

the whole United States!

Barren rocky plateaus and gravelly plains
make up most of the Sahara. The rest

consists ofvast areas ofsand that lie within
large basins. This is where some ofthe
largest sand dunes in the world are found.

Even though the Sahara is very hot and dry,
there ale areas where water is found. These

oases lie throughout the Sahara. The water
in these areas comes from natural wells or
springs. Towns have grown up around the
largest oases.

Despite the lack ofwate! the Sahara has some scattered plant and animal life. The
plants and animals have developed ways to live with Iimited water.

Some people who live in the Sahara raise crops irrigated by water from the oases.

Others raise flocks of goats, sheep, and camels. They find grass for their stock along

the desert's edges or in areas of recent rainfall. The herders have a nomadic life, living
in tents that can be mo.'ed as soon as the erass has been eaten.

Today, modern transportation, such as cars and trucks, is used in some areas. Several

roads, covered in a rar that can withstand the heat, cross the desert from north to
south, and airports have been built at the Iargest oasis towns and at oil and gas

fields.

O lqqq hj E,r-Moor Co,p. t6 Aficr . EIIC 769



ljse class resources to answer

1. What animal is called the

Sahara Desert
these questions:

"ship of the desert"? How did it get this name?

2. Vhat is an oasis? \(hy is it imPortant?

3. lChat do desert nomads use for food?

4- What adaptations allow plants to live in areas with so little rainfall?

5. Name one Saharan animal in each category:

mammal amphibian

bird r€Ptile

6. Name a tree that grows in the Sahara Desert.

ibe some of the changes that have occurred in the Sahara since the discovery

of petroleum.

A|!l99 by Em Moor Cory' Afria . EMC 769



Rainforests
There are large areas of rainforest in Africa.
The largest rainforests are in the center and
west of the continent, especially in Congo,
Gabon, Cameroon, Nigeria, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, and C6te d'lvoire.
There are also rainforests on the island of
Madagascar.

The rainforest climate is very hot and
humid and is characterized by high amounts
of rainfall. These conditions encourage
abundant plant growth in the rainforests.
Each layer of the rainforest has unique plants
adapted to the amount of light and moisture
the Iayer receives.

The rainforest is filled with shrubs, ferns and mosses, tall
€vergreens, palm trees, and numerous kinds of tropical
hardwood trees. Many common houseplants originally came
from Africa's rainforests. Many trees used for timber qrow there.
Some of rhe lood' we ear vrere firsr discovered in rhe rainForert.
Many medicines used today originated from rainforest plants.

The trees in the rainforest provide a habitat for many animals. Land_dwelling
animals such as rhe okapi move among the rrees earing fruit, leaves, ferns, an-d other
types of plant foods. Civets and monkeys live and forage in the trees. Moles and
rodents dig among rhe roots. Thousands of birds. spiders, inse.ts. and snakes live in,
on, and under the trees.

People have lived in the rainforests for thousands of years. Contact with the people
from other, more developed areas has brought change to the ethnic gro,,p. still found
in the rainforests. One group thar continues to live as it a.lways has is the Mbud. Their
small camps are found along the equator in rhe Democraric Republic of the Congo.
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Rainforests
lJse class resources to answer these questions:

1. How much rain must an area receive in a year to be considered a rainforest?

2. Name the four layers of a rainforest. Describe each layer.

3. The African rainforest grows in the Congo Basin. $7hat large river and its
rriburaries run through rhe basin?

4. Name one African rainforest animal in each category:

mammal amphibian

bird reptil€

5. Name a tree that qrows in the African rainforest.

6. Vhat is the main reason rainforests are being cut down?

escribe one forest found in the country in which you live.
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Savannas
Tlre seqan-oas of East AGica are flat, sunny
plains covered in grass and scattered bushes
and trees.

The savannas are home to many of the
large mammals of Africa. Vast herds of
zebras. gazelles, wildebeesrs, and various
kinds of antelope come to graze on the
grass. Elephants and giraffes eat the leaves
and twigs off the trees.

Predators such as lions and cheetahs live
on the savannas too. Scavengers such as
vultures wait for the predators, leftovers.

Today, in many pans of the savannas, these
wild animals are found only in game
reserves) as cattle and sheep ranches have
spread across the grasslands.
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Use class retources to answef thesc

1. !flhat is the climate like during
and animals living there?

Savannas
ques ons:

the rainy season? How does this affect the plants

2. What is it like during the dry season? How does this affect the plants and animals
living therei

3. Describe

aardvark

each of these animals found in the savannas:

gnu

kudu

gazelle

4. Name one African animal found in

mammal

the savannas fiom each of these categories:

amphibian

bird reptile

5. $Vhat is the name of the thorn tr€e thar srows in the savannas?

savannas are one type of grassland, Describe a type of grassland found in
the counrry in which you livg.
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Region Comparison Chart

O1999 by EM Moor Corp.

Sahara Desert Rainforest Savanna

Location

Land

descriprion

Climate

Plants in
the region

Animals
living in
the region

People

Iiving in
the rcgion

Ways people

have changed

the region

22 Ahia . EMC 769



Nrme lationships within Places

Desertification

Along the edges of deserts, fertile lands can become deserts. This is called
desertification. Desertification can haooen in several wavs.

People can damage the land by misuse. They cut down too many trees, exposing land
surface to wind and rain. They allow herds of animals ro overgraze rhe land. They
plant the same fields so often that the soil is worn our.

\find and rain can damage the land. Erosion occurs when the fertile topsoil is blown
or washed away. Very little can grow once the topsoil is gone.

The damage starts small but can spread into acres where nothing can grow Millions
of acres of land around the world are becoming deserts every year.

Learn about deserts in the country in which you live. Has desertification become a
problem?
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Iationshios wirhin Places

Desertification of Northern Africa
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Political Divisions
A political map shows boundaries befiveen countries, states, or territories. In this section
students will use political maps to learn the countries of Africa and their capital cities,

to calculate distance and direction, and to locate places using longitude and latitude.

The Counrries of Africr
Reproduce pages 27 ar.rd 28 for each student. Have students use map resources to list
the countries arrd then label them on the map.

Many African countries are sn.rall, with some island countries being mere dots on the
map. Have students e*plore ways they might label these countries (draw a line from the
country to open space, numbel or color-code the small countries and make a key at the
bottom of the map, write the names of island countries in the water next to them, etc.).

Note: You will find "-ffestern Sahari' on maps of Africa. Its
ownership is being disputed by Motocco and a separatist
movemenl. Ar the pre.ent rime ir i. beirrg admirri.rered by
Morocco.

Country Names

Name the Countries
Reproduce page 29 for each student. Review the term
"relative location." Have students use maps urd atlases to
name the countlies described. They are then to write the
relative location of several African courrures.

Name Changes
Reproduce page 30 for each student. Read and discuss the
introductory material on the page together. If you have

access to both older and newer maps or atlases, show
srudents examples of changes in bolders and names. (The

addition of Eritrea as an independent nation and the change

in name from Zaire to the Democratic Republic of the
Congo are two examples occurling in the last few years.)

Discuss possible reasons lor these changes.

Note: This is a great time for students to use the \(zoLld \fide \7eb to collect current
information.

Part A of tl.re activity page asks srudents to give the complete name of cach country
iisted (Kenya-Republic of Kenya). Part B asks students to match the old name of several

!ljn! ctuss

,,f.irY,lili:,i'*. :|! current name (French carncroon-cameroon)'
Ahi.a . EMC 769



Northern Africa
Capital Cities
Reprodrrce page 31 for each student. Have students use map r€sources to nalne the capiral
cities oftJre countries ofNorthern Afiica and label them on the map.

Using a Compass Rose
Reproduce page 32 for each studenr. lJre the compass rose on rhe unit map to review how
to determine location using cardinal directions.Then have sudents complire the activity
independently, using their maps ofNorthern Africa (page 31).

Western, Centra.l, and Eastern Alrica
Capia.l Cities
Reproduce page 33 for each student. Have students use map
resources to name dre capital cities of the counffies of
\7estern, Central, and Eastern Aftica and label them on
the map.

Iongitude and Latitude
Reproduce page J{ for each \fudenr. Use a map ro leview
hor,r ro use lines of longirude and ladrude to dirermine
er<acr locations. Then have students complete the activiw
independendl. using their maps of \WesLern, CenLral,
and Eastern ifica ("page JJ). 

'

Southern Africa
Capiul Cities
Reproduce page 35 for each student. Have students use
map re\ources ro name dre capiral cities oFthe counrrie,
of Sourhern Alrio ard label rhem on rfie map.

How Far Is Iti
Reproduce page 36 for each student. Use the unir map ro
review how ro use a map scale ro figure di.rarces, Then have
srudenrs use a ruier and Lhe map scale ro derermine the
distance between the listed placis (page 35).

Counrry Fact Sheet
Make ar overhead rransparency ofpage J-. Reprodu.e page J8
for each srudenr. Hare .rudenrs ,eGr io rhe tran.paran.y ,i vou
ask questions that can be ar.rswered by the information on the
lact slreet,

usirs r cof,ri$ nar \rl,.
,'." ... i:l : *#-,-..."^,{ -.n

i-o; , "^"'t"ll-

illiral|-sel . ""-*"
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The Countries of Africa
List all the countries in Africa. Start the list with
Use class map resources to help you complete the
countries.) Then label the countries on the map.

all the countries you can name.
Iist. (Dont forget the island
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Read the relative location
l. This country is located

Red Sea border it.

Name the Countries
and name the country.
on the northeastern side of Africa. Sudan, Ethiopia, and the

Name the country.

2. Kenya, Sudan, Tanzania, Rwanda, and rhe Democratic Republic of the Coirgo
surround this small country. Lake Victoria forms one of its borders.

Name the country.

3. This small, narrow country is in western Africa on the Gulf of Guinea. It is
between Ghana and Benin.

Name the country.

4. This country in northwestern Africa
both the Mediterranean Sea and the

is the home of ancient pyramids. It touches
Red Sea.

Name the country.

5- This small country in southern Africa is completely surrounded by South Africa.

Name the country.

5. Mt. Kilimanjaro, the highest point in Africa, is in this country located on the
east€rn

Name

Vrite the

1. Chad

coast of Africa.

the country.

relative locations of these African counrnes:

2. Ngeria

Mali4

4. Madagascar
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Name Changes
\7hen looking at several maps or atlases, you may notice different names on the
same country. This can happen fiot sevetal reasons:
* It may be called one name in the language you speak and another name in the native

language of the country.

" It may have a formal name that is longer than the common name more often used.
, The name ofthe country may have changed since the map you are using was produced.

A, Use an atlas,

name for the

1. Tanzania

2. Comoros

3. Congo

4. Egypt

B. Match to show which countries were

1. Dahomey
2. Southern Rhodesia

3. Zdie
4. Ivory Coast

5. Gold Coast
5. Upper Volta

a world almanac, and the World \fide \feb to find the cornplete
following countries:

5. Eritrea

6. Gabon

7 . Li6ya

8. Mauritania

once called by these names:

Zimbabwe
Ghana
C6te d'Ivoire
Burkina Faso

Benin
Democratic Republic of the Congo

your country ever had a different name? Tiy to find out.
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2. If you travel east from Djibouti, what gulf will you reach?

3.

4.

Many maps include a compass rose.

A compass tose shows the cardinal
directions-north, south, east, and
west. It can be used to describe
relative locations,

A. Use the compass rose on your map to find rhe direction you would travel between
the cities listed below.

B, Use the compass rose

1. If you travel north

Using a Compass Rose

to answer these questrons:

from Chad, what sea will you reach?

If you travel west from Niger, what

If you travel east from Egypt, what

ocean will you reach?

sea will you reach?

From To Direction

Tunis, Thnisia Tiipoli, Libya

Cairo, Egypt Bamako, Mali

Niamey, Niger Djibouti, Djibout

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia Khartoum, Sudan

N'Djamena, Chad Rabat, Morocco

Nouakchott, Mauritania Asmara, Eritrea

Algiers, AJgeria Khartoum, Sudan

Asmara, Eritrea Bamako, Mali

igine you are flying in a straight line from your hometown to Egypt. In wiiich
direction worild you travel?
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Longitude and Latitude
Lines of longitude and latitude are used to find exact (absolute) locations of places on the
continent. Use the lines of longitude and latitude on your map to answer these questions:

1. lVhich capital cities are located west of 0' (prime meridian)?

2. \Which capital cities are located east of 0' (prime meridian)?

3. lfhich island country is located closest to 0',0'?

B. Find what capital city is located at these points.

Latitude Longitude Location

7"S 39"E

1'S 37"8

r5"N 17'\(/

2'S 30'E

6'N 0'

0' 33'E

rite the exact (absolute) location ofyour hometown using Iongitude and latitude.
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How Far Is It?
A linear or distance scale is used to rneasure the

distance between two places on a map.

Use a ruler ar-rd the map scale to help you measure the distance betlveen these locations.

Now find two places on the map that are about 100 miles (161 km) apart.

From lo Distance

Luanda Swaziland

Lusaka 'iTindhoek

Maseru Gaborone

Lilo n gwe Luanda

,{ntananarlvo Harate

Maputo Mbabane

Gaborone Preroria

' 
iiiio"gi.r. 

you 
"i. 

planning ro visit Dakar, Senegal. Use the distance scal. on a *oild map

to calculate how far it is from your hornetown to Dakar
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United Republic of Tonzonro Country Fact Sheet

Capital city Dor es Soloom Interesting plants and animals

Land area 364,077 squore miles grosslonds with grosses-blshcs, ond

Population 29 ,460,753 ococio treesi forests with ferns,

elephonts, block rhinos, monkeys

Major languages spoken

Arobic, mony locol longuoges Facts about the people living rhere

99% Block Africons. mostlvL\ aIUral resources. crop5. Inou\t e\

sisol, cotton, cof f ee, I obacco, Bontu; 1% othe? DeoDles-

diomond ond qold mining, oil Arobion, Asion, ond Europeon

refininq, cemenf , textiles,

fertilizer /insectic ide (mode

from chrysonthemums)
Draw the country's flag here.

Physical description of the country

ploins olono the eostern coosti cantrol

pl@
south; the SerenqeIi, Nqoronqoro

droter. ond Loke Victorio

mosses, ond mony kinds of trees:
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lationships within Places

Country Fac Sheet

Capital city

Land area

Interesting plants and animals

Population

Major languages spoken

Facts about the people living there

Natural resources, crops, industries

Physical description of the country 
Draw rhe eounrry's flag here.
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At. t n/1.lrrca s ttesources
This series ofactivities introduces smdenrs to rhe narual and man-made resources ofAli.ica.

Resources

Prepare for this lesson by enlarging the political map on page 22, using an overhead
projector and a sheet ofbutcher paper. Post the map on a bulletin board.

Reproduce page 41 for each student. Assign one or rnore countries to each student. Have
them use atlases, almanacs, and books to locate information about the natural resources.
crops and livestock, and manufactured goods ofthe country or countries they have been
assigned. Students are to record the informarion gathered on their activiry sheets.

Create a "key'' on the map using symbols agreed upon by the
students. Then have students place symbols for the items on
their lists in the appropriate locations on the large map of
Africa.

African Agriculture
Reproduce page 42 for each student. As a class, read and
discuss the material provided. Ask students who have family
members involved in agriculture ro share what they know
about the growing and selling ofcrops and livestock.

Have each student select five countries in Afiica to research
using class resources. They are to compile lists ofthe
agricultural products raised in each ofthe five countries.
Compile the resulting information into a class list ofAfrican
agricultural products.

Mineral Resources

Reproduce page 43 for each student. Minerals are an
abundant natural resource in Africa. Challenge students to
come up with a list of items that can be considered rnineral
resources (petroleum and natural gas, coa1, copper, zinc, gold,
diamonds, etc.). Have students use class resources to find the
infbrmation rbour minerals needed ro complete rheir
activity pages.

Complete the lesson by discussing reasons for the slow
development of these resources in some African countries
(inadequate transpoftation systems, nor enough monetary
resources to develop the industry, political upheaval).

I
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Aa' t r|/1.Irtca s Nesources
This series ofactivities introduces students to the natural ard man-made resources ofAfijca.

Resources

Prepare for this lesson by enlarging the political map on page 22, using an overhead
projector and a sheer ofbutcher paper. Post the map on a bulletin board.

Reproduce page 41 for each student. Assign one or nore countries to each student. Have
them use adases, almalacs, and books to locate information about the natural resources.
crops and livestock, and manufactured goods ofthe country or countries they have been
assigned. Srudents are to record the informarion garhered on their activiry sheets.

Create a "key'' on the map using symbols agreed upon by the
students. Then have students place symbols for the items on
their lists in the appropriate locations on the large map of
Africa.

African Agriculture
Reproduce page 42 for each student. As a class, read and
discuss the material provided. Ask students who have family
members involved in agricultu.re to share what they know
about the growing and selling ofcrops and livestock.

Have each student select five countries in Africa to research
using class resources. They are to compile lisrs ofrhe
agricultural products raised in each ofthe five countries.
Compile the resulting information into a class list ofAfiican
agricultural products.

Mineral Resources

Reproduce page 43 for each student. Minerals are an
abundant natural resource in Africa. Challenge students to
come up with a list of items that can be considered mineral
resources (petroleum and natural gas, coal, copper, zinc, gold,
diamonds, etc.). Have students use class resources to find the
infbnr.ration about minerals needed to complere rheir
actlvrty Pages.

Complete the lesson by discussing reasons for the slow
development ofthese resources in some African countries
(inadequate transportation systems, not enough monetary
resources to develop the industry political upheaval).

I
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Agriculture, Service, and Indusrry

Reproduce pages 44 and 45 for each student. Make an

overhead tralrsparency ofpage 45. Explain that information
about a place or a culture is often shown in graph form.
Discuss the meanings ofthe terms agriculture (raising of
crops and livestock), industry (manufacturing ofgoods), and
service (fulfilling the publict needs) and what items fit into
each category. Show the trarsparency and have students
compare the percentages ofeach category for the six

countries shown on the graph, Then have students complete
the questions on the activity page.

O{f to Africa
Come to Africa
Tourism is a big business in many parts ofAfrica. Visit a

travel agency to get samples of brochures and posters about
African trips, After sharing these materials, have students

develop one ofthe following:
. a brochure ofthings to do on an African vacation

" a travel poster about one special place or site in Africa
. a list ofways to be a considerate tounst
. a video advertisement encouraging people to come to Africa

An African Vacation
Reproduce page 46 for each student, Students are to select a

place to visit in Africa, explain their choice, and write a

postcard they might send while on the imagined visit.
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larionships wirhin Places

Resources of
cornrys Damc

Use atlases, maps, and other resoutces to develop a list of natural rcsources, crops and

livestock, and manufactured goods found in this African country.

Natural Rcsources Crops and Livesrock Manufactured Goods
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lclationshios within Places

African Agriculture
About 7070 ofAfricans depend in some way on agriculture for a living. Most Africans
today are still farmers and herders. Crops are grown primarily for family use, with
some items taken to market to trade or sell. Some crops are grown commercially
around the continent. Common exports include coffee, tea, fruits, cortonj cacao,
peanuts, palm oil, and tobacco.

In recent years, dams and resewoirs have been constructed in some countries to channel
water for irrigation. However, only a small percentage ofland is currently being.irrigated.
Most ofthe irrigation occurs in Nigeria, Sudan, and the island of Madagascar,

Select five countries in Africa. Using class resourcesj list crops grown in each of
the countries.
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rionships within Places

Mineral Resources
Almost every mineral known can be found somewhere on the continent of Africa.
Much of the money Afiican countries ealn comes from the sale of these minerals or
products made from the minerals to other countries,

lJse class resources to find the major mineral resources found in the following African
counttles:

Nigeria:

Libya:

South Africa:

Zambiat

has an inadequate fiansportation system in many parts of Africa slowed

development of these natural 
.resources?

Algeria:

Democratic Republic of the Congo:
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larionshios within PIaces

Agriculture, Service, and Industry
A country uses its natural resources to generate income. It might raise crops and
livestock to sell (agriculture), manufacture goods to sell (industry), or provide services
people need (service). Examples of service industries include construction,
transportation, and medical care.

The percentage of income coming from these three income sources is not the same for
every country in Africa. Use the graph to answer the following questions about a few
African counrrie':

1. 'Which country has the largest percentage of its income coming from

agriculture?

industry?

service?

2. V&ich country has the least percentage of its income coming from

agriculture?

industry?

service?

3. South Africa is considered a developed country. Ethiopia is a developing country.
Compare the sources of income for these two counrries, How are they alike? How
are thev difTerent?

ime a manufactured product, an agricultural product, and a service provided in the
state in which you live.
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Nrme 'Movement ;Relation-ships within.Places

Comparing Income Sources

75

70

K.y
Agriculture

Industry

Service

m
L:I
w

South Africa

55

a

E

a

E

E ,tu

25

Kerya
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An African Vacation
Imagine you are planning a trip to Africa. \7hich region would you choose to visit?
Why would you wanr to visit there?

---!'.:r@e8@*r6@€

Atiica. EMc 769

Pidiiend you are writing a postcard to your best friend back home. Vhat would you
say on the card?
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if . A . Inlrlcan nnlmals
Each region of Africa has its own unique animals. Some of the

animals in Africa do not exist an).where else on Earth. In this

section srud€nts will learn about many of these animals.

Introductory Activities
Begin by challenging students to name the African animals

they know. List them on a chart and write a desctiptive

phrase after each name.

Share books or show a video about African animals. Discuss information learned from
rhese sources and add new animal names and descriptive phrases to the chart.

Wild Animals of Africa
Reproduce the following pages for each student:

Photo Safari, pages 49 and 50
"Photo Safari" asks students to imagine they have just

returned from a photo safari in Africa and are putting
their photographs in a scrapbook. Send students to class

resources to find information about the animals in the
'photos." Have them name the animals, identily each

animal's habitat, and describe two of its behaviors.

Tiue or False?, page 51

"Tiue or False?" asks students to determine if statements

about African animals are true or false' and then to give a

reason for each selection.

The Camel, page 52

Students are to do research to discover and record what

characteristics make it possible for a camel to live in

the desert.

elephanl-thebiggest lond mommol, bi9 eors ond o long frunk
lion-lorge wild cot, lives in q pride
zebro-black ond white stripes, looks kind of like o horse

flcmingo-pink bird with o long neck ond long legs

ptdo Sr_,
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Endangered Animals
Animals in Danger
Reproduce page 53 for each student. As a class,

brainstorm a list ofAfricart animals that students think
are endaagered. Record these on a chart, Then have
students use class resources to find animals that are

acually endangered. (These are to be listed on the
studentt activity page.) Compare studenr lists to the
chart. Mark out any aaimals on the class chart that are
not endangered.

Have each student create a poster informing people
about one endalgered animal.

Game Reserves

Reproduce page 54 for each student. Explain that
many Afiican countries are searching for ways to
protect their endangered animals. One way this is
being done is by the establishment of game reserves.

The goal ofthese reserves is to provide a place where
animals can live in safery Have students use class

resources to find out about some ofthese rcserves and
then complete the activity. Allow time for students to
share what they learn with the class.

African Animal Report

Reproduce page 55 for each student, Students choose
one interesting African animal and use class resourc€s

to locate information about the animal. They are to
record what they leam on rheir note takers and then
synthesize what they have learned into an oral or
wnEen rePofi.
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Photo Safari

Name: Flamingo

Habitat:Habitat:

Facts: Facts:

Name: Dromedary

Name: Gorilla Name: Giraffe

Habitat:Habitat:

Facts:

qlt99 by Ev*Moor Corp.
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Name: Okapi Name : Hyena

Habitat:Habitat:

Facts: Facts:

Name: Chimpanzee

Habitat:

Name: Lion

Habitat:

Facts:

O1999 by Evm'Moor Corp. 50
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True or False?
lJse class resources to help you decide which facts are true and which are f]lse. If the

answer is false, change it to make the statement true.

Statement True/False True Statemenl

The flamingo is the largest

bird in Africa.

Chimpanzees are vegetarians.

The lioness does most ofthe
hunting for the pride.

African elephants are larger

than Asian elephants.

A pangolin is a type of reptile.

The cheetah is the fastest cat

in Africa.

Camels store water in their
humps.

Arr okapi grazes on grass.

Adult gorillas live alone.

The skin of a chameleon can

change colors.

A hippopotamus can stay

underwater for a long time.

An aardvark lives in a tree.
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The Camel
Camels have been around for several thousand years, During that time, they have been
the most reliable way to transport people and goods across the hot, dry Sahara Desert.

In the Middle Ages, caravans of thousands of camels carried goods such as spices
across the desert. Today they are still used to carry goods to markets where there are
no roads or airfields.

Camels are well adapted to life in the desert. Use class resources to find oqt about
these adaptations.

Draw a camel and then write a paragraph explaining what you learned.

@1999 br Evm-Moor Corp Afria . EMC 769



Animals in Danger
Africa is homeland to some of the world's most unique wildlife. Much of that wildlife
is threatened today. Population pressure, habitat destruction, hunting, and poaching

are all encroaching on the habitats of many types of animals.

animals in your own country are endangered?
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ationships within Places

Game Reserves
ljse class resources to find out about three African animal reserves. Record the information
you find on this chart.

Name of the Reserve Location Animal/Animals in the Reserve

out about how endangered animals are being protected in your own country

@1999 by Evan'Moor Cory. Africa . EMC 769



Animal Report Note Taker

rnyslcal cnaracteflstlcS:

\fhere does it live? \,X./hat does it eat?

How does it get its food?

Ftow ooes lt ptotect ltselri Describe its life cycle.

The is/is not endangered.

-Africa . EMC 76901999 bI Em'Moor Corp.



The P'eo 1e

Africa is considered the place where the first humans lived and
Iearned to use tools. Today millions of people live there,

continent of many different ethnic groups and cultures.

It
It

$a
rsa

continent where many changes are occurring. This section

introduce students to some of the people and
.^-" ^F ih" .h,..".

The People of Africa
Introduction
Invite speakers from Africa or of African descent

to speak to the class. Prepare students for
speakers by planning questions to ask. Appoint
several students to record questions asked and
answers received. Follow up the visit by writing
thank-you letters.

Africa's Ethnic Groups
Reproduce page 58 for each student. As a class, read

and discuss the information page. Students dren use

class resources to find out about several African ethnic
gfoups.

Changes

Reproduce pages 59 and 60 for each student. As a

class, read and discuss the information on page 59.

Help srudenrs undersrand rhe concepr of"les'
developed," "developing," and "developed" countries.

Discuss what type of infrastructure is needed for these

changes to occur (need a fairly stable economy, roads

and train tracls, access to adequate electricity and

water supplies, etc.). Students then complete the
^-,i..:-. :^l-^--t--.1..

_,..,u.'.a,r..".."""",. 
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Information Craph

Reproduce page 61 for each student and also make an

overhead transparency ofthe page. Show the transparenry
as you ask students questions about the population ofpeople
in various African countries. Challenge students to find
reasons for the differences in the population sizes among the
various countries.

People Report

Reproduce page 62 for each student. Challenge students to
work in small groups, using a resource book to find the

names ofas manyAFrican ethnic groups as they can in a ser

period of time (15 30 minutes). Then list on the chalkboard
the groups found. Have each student select one group to
Iearn more about. Students use class and library lesources to
find information, record information on their note takers,

and then synthesize the information into an oral or written
report. Provide time for students to share what they've learned

with the rest ofthe class.

A{rican Music and Art Forms

Reproduce the following pages for each student:
. Africar.r Music, page 63

Check your school and public libraries for tapes or CDs
of traditional African music. Share the music as you read

and discuss the information on page 63. Have students

study the pictures of instruments. Then ask them to
explain how the instrument is played (plucked, shaken,

beaten, blown).

- Africar.r An Folms, page 64
Collect books ofAfrican art from the library. Share pictures

ofthe various art forms (pottery, metal work, beads,

baskets, fabrics). As a class, discuss the information on
page 64. Extend the activity by providing glay and weaving

marerial. lor studenr\ to e\plore.
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Africa's Ethnic Groups
Africa is a huge continent with a wide variety of ethnic groups. Each group has its own

history culture, and customs. Some groups have populations of hundreds of thousands.

Other groups have only a few thousand members.

Africans live along the coasts, in valleys along rivers, and on grasslands. Some live in
great cities. Others live in small towns. Many live in tiny villages. Some people are

iomads, moving around with no settled homes. In Afriian deierts 
"nd 

rainfo.ests,
a few ethnic groups still live in traditional ways.

Over 1000 languages are spoken in Africa. Many people speak a European language

such as English or French as well as their native language.

lJse class resources to find interesting facts about the following African people. Tell
where they live and write an interesting fact about them.

Maasai

Egyptian

Nigerian

Mbuti

San

Taureg
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Changes
\(hile the majority of Africans still raise crops and livestock, this way of life is
changing. People who have been hunters and herders for generations have begun to
move to towns and cities. There the hunters and herders work as housekeepers,

shopkeepers, miners, soldiers, and factory workers. As education becomes more
widespread, people are becoming teachers, doctors, politicians, and businesspersons.

Economic development has been slowed by inadequate transportation systems

countrywide. Most countries rely on road networks composed largely of dirt roads.

Road neworks generally Iink the interior of a country to the coast. \fith the exception
of the most developed countries, few roads in Africa link neighboring counrries.

\7hole countries are changing as people strive for independence for their particular
ethnic group. it is a land where many people have serious problems (war, drought,
and disease) to solve, but it is also a land of great opportunities.
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Developed and Developing Countries
lJse class resources to help you answer these questions:

1. lfhat is a developed country?

2. \fhat is a developing country?

3. lfhat kinds of transportation are used in less-developed countries?

4. \fhat kinds of transportation are used in developed countries?

5. What are some of the differences between homes in a less-develooed country and
those in a developed country?

5. How has communication changed as Africarr countries have become more developed?

t does a country need in order to..
. use cars, buses, uains, and airplanes?
, have indoor plumbing?
o use electrical appliances?
. manufacture goods to sell?
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Iationships vithin Places

Information Graph
Information about a continent is often presented in the form of a graph. Study this
graph to answer questions about some of the African countries.

65,000,000

60,000,000

55,000,000

50,000,000

45,000,000

40,000,000

35,000,000

30,000,000

25,000,000

20,000,000

15,000,000

10,000,000

5,000,000
i
I

I

Popuhrion (1997) Algcria ESypt Madrgrscar Sourh Alrica Togo Zimbabwe

1. \7hich country has the

2. \fhich country has the

3. I(hat is the population

4. \fhat is the population

largest population?

smallest population?

difference between Egypt and Zimbabwe?

difference between Toeo and South Africa?

o find the African country with the
largest population

. find the African country with rhe
smallest population

Add these figures to the graph.
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ement

People Report Note Taker

'Where 
does this group live? \7hat language do they speak?

Describe the region. \7hat are their homes like?

Describe some of their customs. 'lfhat 
are some of the ways they earn a living?

Draw a picture to show a qpical family and their home.
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vement

African Music
Music has always been an important pan ofAfrican life. Traditionally music was a part
ofall ceremonial and social events. \7hen people of the same ethnic or cultural group
came together, music and dance were a large part of the event. Music was even a part
of group work experiences.

If,4ren Africans moved to other continents, they took their music tradition with them.
In the Americas, black African slaves sang traditional African music. Over time this
music became a part ofAmerican music as the basis ofgospel music, jazz, and .
the blues.

Music and dance are still a strong part ofceremonial life in African cultures.

How do you think each of these instruments is played?
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lr. I t"inlrrcan nrt f orms
Baskets, pottery, beadwork, metal pieces, and fabric are

examples of Africa's beautiful artwork. Tiaditionally
these creations were functional items for daily use.

Many of these same crafts are srill pracriced. Today
some of the items produced are worn or used as

household goods and decorations. Many are sold as

art objects.

Exotic carved masks and figures were originally created
for use in rituals. Today you will find them in galleries
and museums featuring fine African art.

ink of something you use that could be considered a work ofart. Describe lr or
draw it here.
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Celebrate Learning
Choose one or all of the following activities to celebrate the culmination of your unit
on Afi'ica. Use the activities to help assess student learning.

Have a Portfolio Party

Invite parents and other interested people to a 'portfolio party'' where students will
share their completed portfolios, as well as other projects about Africa.

Write a Book
A student can make a book about Africa. It might be one of the following:

" an alphabet book of African people, places, or plants and animals

" a dictionary of words pertaining to Africa
( a pop-up book of the unique animals of Africa

Conducl an Interview

A student can interview someone fiom Africa or someone who has visited there.

The interview could be in person, written about, or videotaped to share with the class.

Create a Skir
One or more students can write and present a skit about al interesting event or period
in African history.

Pailt a Mural
One or more students can paint a mural showing one region of Africa. A chart of facts

about the region should accompany the mural.

Share an Artifact Col.le ction

Students can bring in one or more artifacts representative of Africa such as an art
objecr. A writtcn descriptiott ofea.h artilact should be in.luded in rhe displal.

,igrge,86t{.1!ai!];r{l3i1r.ixririi.1,
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Noe: Reproduce rhis fom for eacl $udcnt. Use i lroughour the lnit to record baic informatior. (Sec plse o.,

Nrmc

Africa

Rela rive Iocarion

Number of countries _

argest counrry by population

Continent land area_ Smallest country by population

Largest country by area

_ rlrgnest potnt

Smallest country by area Lowesc point

Lonqeit flvef

Co n rinen r popula rion argest islald

Interesung tacts aDout tne contrnents reglons: Interesting facts abour rhe people:

Interesting facts about the plant and animal life:
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Note: Reproduce this form for each sudent. (S€e pas€ 6.)

Nrmc

What's Inside This Portfolio?
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Date What It Is lWhy I Put It In



Nor. Reprcduce this ibrm for each tudenr. (Se€ page 6.)

Nrmc

My Bibliography
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\X4:rat is the longest river in
Afiica?

How long is it?

$earc{
e3!nwd+,3s\*1**@€.s,A,

IW4rat is the highest

mountain in Africa?

How tall is it?

4
r€1iJ$6-ture ..q i^.s!' ' .

Searc6
- ,1*s{@.3*ir*a1!E {*,l4}&!1 Ah !t

lW4rat is the biggest

difference between a

dromedary camel and a

bactrian camel?

O1199 b). E rn.Moor CoLp.

a

Scri-ry{'_::;1.-:r,l*ie*r***r*rtrrt*r!$tt5gl&i

V4rat is the largest lake

in Africa?

In what country or
countries is it located?

1 4rat countries in
Africa touch the

Mediterranean Sea?

l\ame thls anrmal and tell
wnere lI ls louno.

8.116l!*!tsrerr..i.{*s$ai:::.

\X4rich African
country has three

capital cities?

Name the cities and
their functions.

?

SeSlc{
r. l:,:i., .li:r]!irit!:!!!rr.::*.:91iii:t:i1*i::.

tfi/hat is the name of
the cape at the southern

tip of Africa?

Name the large island

country in the Indian
Ocean off the coast of
Africa.

o
::.::,lr:rr:::i,.:,._
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Name this monument. In
which country is it found?

In what ocean will
you find the island

of Madagascar?

V/hich A ican

countries does the

equator pass through?

\(hat desert covers a large

part of Botswana?

\7hich of these three
countries has the smallest

land area: Eritrea, South
Africa, or Togo?

V/hat river forms one of
the borders between
Congo and Democratic

O1999 by Evan-Moor Cory.

Republic of the Congo?

\7hat is the lowest point
in Africa?

\X4rat is its elevation?

\iX4at a-nimal is called
the 'thip of the desert"?

How is it used?

\fi/here does the lowest

amount of rainfall in
Africa occur?



SqrcA
srx*4rd'6i|*6Frr6rse@

-Vhat are the ancient
tombs of Eglptian
kings called?

*r***"."***-"-*" l9

-W/hich 
oceans and seas

border Africa?

On what river will you
find the Mctorian Falls?

O1999 by Evan-lvloor Corp.

important to archaeologists?

Aftia. EMC 769

Is Africa larger or smaller

in land area than Asia?

V/hich of these lines

of latitude run through
Africa?

equaror
Tiopic of Cancer
Tiopic of Capricorn

How many countries
(including island

countries) are there

in Africa?

V/hat is the name for
a place with water and

plants growing in
a desert?

,*.t*"**",r*r*** 27

The largest desert in the

world is in Africa. W/trat is

the desertt name ?

-Vhy is Olduvai Gorge



Nrme

Africa

6rd 86*

Afiica
Atlantic
desert

EgyP,

equaror

Indian

Kilimanjaro
Madagascar

Nile
nomads

oasis

rainforesrs

Sahara

savanna
e-^

south
Sucian

Victoria

t.IIF"T-'

ot rr. LJ E\r I4..rl !.P



Across

4. the AFrican counrry with the greatest Iand area

7. a large island offthe southeast coast of Africa

1 1. the largest desert in the world

1.2. avery dry region, often covered with sand, where few trees grow

13. a place in the desert where there are water and plants

15. the opposite of north

17. the ocean to the east ofAfrica
18. the country in northeastern Africa where you will find

ancient pyramids

Dovn
l. a grassy plain wich few rree.

2. an imaginary line circling the Earth half-way between the north
and the south poles

3. the highest mountain on the African continent

5. the second largest continent

6. places with many large trees and other plants where it rains

"l-^"r "-,"-,,1"-
8. the large body ofwater to the north ofAfrica is the

Mediterranean

9. Lake 

- 

is the largest lake in Africa

10. people who move from place to place to find food and pasture

lands

14. the ocean to the west of the African continent

16. the longest river in the world
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Africa
CONGOS I ERRA L EONECHADBSBD
RPMTMXEANGOLAGHANA LHUAU EKENYALRUPU L I ONYAPEGTRORM
DSYOUM IXR IH IPPOPOTEMUTKO
KUTHRGTBGN I GEGYPTHRANO I CNDAR IARPYEDJ IBOUT I IUDMNR
UAPATB ENOARHYENASOAR I EAA
L N M T A O A A D M A Y O T T E W P S I A A F.TIROBNNN IGERUGANDA IOTCNA IBEET I AT I GRGAMB I AZAU IADSC
EATNATUN I S I AFASO I GTUPPOR
REUN IONIVI OROCCOTZ LOHSERNE
I MGU I NEAB I SSAUAAARACV I AP
A LEMURCAMEROON FMN I FAENMU
WESTERNSAHARACRBD L RMRC I BrMAZ I MBABWENZOI I RL I ED I BL
O N S E N E G A L O R T E IVI C A P A C L E P I I

GBOTSWANAOW I BOL I BYAMT EAC
OCIVIA DAGA S CA R R R N S AM B U AZBO
S EYCHE L L ESNTAOGSOMA LXAE FNOTANZAN I ADLESOTHOLX I NNC
N I GER I AMOZAMB I QUEMAL I C I OEQUATOR I ALGU I NEAMALAWI NN
CENTRA LAFR I CANREPUB L I COG
SOMAL I AK I L I MANJARON I LEXO
AFR I CAGOCOTED I VO I RES I MBA
these words:

A:rgola
Benin
Botswana
Burkina Faso
Burundi
Cameroon
Cape Verde
Central African Republic
Chad
Comoros
Congo

Democratic Republic of Congo
Djibouti
Eg}?,
Equatoriai Guinea
Eritrea
Ethiopia
Gabon
Gambia
Ghana
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Kenya
Lesotho
LiberiaC6te d'lvoire

Libya
Madagascar
Malawi
Mali
Mauritania
Mauritius
Morocco
Mozambique
Namibia
Niger
Nigeria
Rwanda
Sao Tomd and

Senegal
e-,.-L-ll-"
Sierra Leone
Somalia
South Africa
Sudan
Swaziland
Tanzaria
T"g"
'lunisia

Uganda
\festern Sahara
Zambia
Zimbabwe
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Glossar
arr,:,-.i:i:ra::r:::r:.,::::4.::ia::a:.ir.iaiia:ir:ri::r.:,::rri::,.,,::,:.i:::::rr:r.::::,r:.i.:..:::r:r:

absolute location (exact location) the location of a point that can be expressed exactly,

for example, the intersection of a line of longitude and latitude.

cape-a piece of land that extends into a rivet a lake, or an ocean.

capital-a ciry where a state or countryt government is located.

cardinal directions-the four points of a compass indicating north, south, east, ard west.

climate-the type of weather a region has over a long period of time.
compass rose-the drawing on a map that shows the cardinal directions.
continent ol1e of the main landmasses on Earth (usually counted as seven-Antarctica,
Australia, Africa, North America, South America, Asia, and Europe).
culture the shared way of life of a people including traditions, beliefs, and language.

drought-a long period without rain.

equator-an imaginary line that circles the Earth midway between the north and south

poles, dividing it into two equal parts.

ethnic group-a group of people sharing the same origin and lifestyle.

gulf a portion of an ocean or sea partly enclosed by land.

hemisphere-half of a sphere; one of the halves into which the Earth is divided western

hemisphere, eastern hemisphere, southern hemisphere, or nofthern hemisphere.

immigrant a person who has come from one country to live in a new country
landform the shape, form, or nature of a physical feature on Earthk surface (mountain,

mesa, plateau, hill, erc.).

latitude-the position of a point on Eartht surface measuted in degrees, noffh or south

from the equator.

longitude the distance east or west of Greenwich meridian (0' longitude) measured

in degrees.

manufacture to make a useftrl product from raw materials.

meridian-an imaginary circle lunning nordr/south, passing through the poles and any

point on the Eartht surface.

North Pole-the northernnost point on Earth; the northern end of the Eartht axis.

nomads-members of an ethnic gloup rhat moves ftom place to place to find food for its
people or livestock.

oasis a fertile spot in a desert where there is water

plain a flat or level area of land not significantly higher than surrounding areas and with
small differences in elevation.

plateau an alea of land wirh a relatively level surface considerably raised above adjoining

land on at least one side.
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Prime meridian (Greenwich meridian) the longitude line at 0' from which other lines
of longitude are measured.

population-the total number ofpeople living in a place.
rainforest-a dense forest found in wet, tropical regions.
relative location-the location ofa point on the Eartht surface in relation to other points.
resource-substances or materials that people value ald use; a means of meeting a need
For lood, sheirer, warmrh. rr;n.portation, erc.

rural-relating to the countryside.
savalna-a tropical grassland with scattered bushes and trees.

scale-an indication ofthe ratio between a given disrance on the map to the corresponding
distance on the Earthk surface.

South Pole-the southernmost point on Earth; the southern end ofthe Earrh's axis.
strait-a narrow passage ofwater connecting two large bodies ofwater.
s)'mbol-something that represents a real thing.
Tiopic ofCancer-an imaginary line around the Eanh north ofthe equator at the
23.5'N parallel of latitude.
Tiopic of Capricorn an imaginary line around the Earth south of the equator ar the
23.5"S parallel of latitude.
urban relatine to cities.
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t . a camel k was uFd ro ta$pon people ad drde g.ods.
2. r plac€ in rhc dser viih a vaer s,pplr and pianr life;

provids wder nnd a plac€ ro rer for ra1€lc6 and aninals

3. dares from oasis p?l,ns, ches€ n,ade from soar and.rn.l
nilk, nade lor food t osis villages

4. An$vers will vary, bur could inchde, nutr be hear and

drought toleran! sone plants lave long root dur reach

deep inro rhe soil toward und.gound w:erj some hke m
$?ter drouEh their leavsi son,e plants aie domart until
lhtre h rain dd thcn solv nPidll

1 ole 100 h.hes (250 cn) per vet
' f",e ' 0r. \( ' li" _ lirh' 'o " 'e, o \ 'unC

iotting wood, and lcdes
undestot dim liEhr, no$ly young tue€s dd shruDs

canopl dense and onghd greer blanker marr feer above

groud, abud,nt florvds, ftui!, rnd dinal life
emersent ltryo talles ues, used b'birds and n,onker

3. Congo Riv.r-Anssc4 r,ill vary, bur could include: Krva,

Alima, Sangln, Rrki, Lulonga, Mongda, hinbiri, Lonrni,
,{ntrini, Lindi, l,owa, Elila

6. Answca wiu \aq, but could include; cut down for runoeL;
0t or burned down to plaft oops

p^ge 21

l. Isaer hoks and drq beds fi]Iwith rmter and plars
grow. ft is a time ofabDdanr fo.d and \nrd for wildlife.

2. Tl*e is no nin for nonths, plant die, and waerdoles dn
up. Animals hrv. difnculty finding enolgh food and Ndei

3. aardvark an nsecFe{hg mamDal wirh big €aN atrd r
long, $i.ky ongue

gru-a large, socky anr€lope with a big head, a sLod natr.,
and horis lhat cutue dos.n

l du-a large, slendd anrlopc vnh lon8, sistcd honN and

vefri.al $hne *.ips on irs sides

g-rzellc-r slcnd& ilour-lcgg.d nannalwnh a broad d"d.
ripe down its sides and a whire bel1y

Prae 29

L ToEo

4. ES,pr

Answer Ke

Page 30

l. U.iied Republic ofTanzania
2. feddl Isiani. Rcfubtic ofthe conoros
3. Republic oftk Corgo
4. Anb Rcplhlic of ll8lpt

7. So.iakt leoplet libyrn Arab lanihiliF
8. IsLanic Republic ofMauitania

B.

page 3.i

1. Dakar, R!hjur. Bissau,

Conakry, Freetoln, Nlonr.vii,
Abid jan, ouaSadonSou, A.da

:. Lon!, I'oiro-N.vo, r_asos, Yroundi, Bangui, MJabo,
r.ibr6ille, sio Tomi, Bnzaville, Kinshasr,
Kan,pda, Narobi, Kisrti, B,tjumbun, Dar es salarm

3. Sio ToD,: xnd hrcipe

:

6. Kanpala, Ug da

Ansstn w'llvarv, bui coutd jnctudel

Nrual Rsoures gold, coal, iron ore, mural gs, pdroleum, uraniuh
Crcps and Lne*ock .orn, rvhear, beel poulr{', dairy prcdtrc$
lvlatrfta.md Coods-cxril€s, iron ud $ed, .hcn,icds, fftilizc^

Page 43
An$v{s sill n4., but .ould ifdudel
Nigeria-tnr, coal, iron or, limesotre
I-ibF pdrohun, glpsum
rourt, c..."-8.t. .n^...r^ d r.". , .-
Zambia .opp{, zin., anenlds, unDnun
Algcri, iron or, phosthatcs, zinc, lcad

DonocFtic Reptrbli. ofthe Corgo cobalt, coppo, petoleun, gold,

Demoo?ric Republic of rhe Congo
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PW 44
1 a8ricdtuE Ediopia

2. agdcuhuresouth Africa

3. Ars€s will vary, bui could inclLrde, F-rhiopia earns
more income fion agri.ukure, while Sourh Africa euns
nore income from its indusries. The mtural resources of
&hiopia hayent been dweloted as nucL as rhosc of

Page 51
l lalseAn ori.h is th€ largen bi in Africa.
2. False Chimps mosll eat planrs, but do som{in€s eat

3.True

5. Fals+A pangolin is ammmal.

7. False Camels noE fr in dren hunps.
8. True (Ii,lso eats buds,leaves, and shoo* oftrees.)
9.I.ls+Corilld I'vc in close kit groups.

10. Tirc
11. Tiue
12. IslsrAn aedvadr livc on the ground wheE tr looks ror

an6 md termtres to eat.

pag$ 69 71
l. Nile Rir€. Variotrs sources have irs lengrh ranging lion

4130 miles (6647 km) ro 4241 n,iles (682i kn).
2. Like Vntoda is loc{ed h Uganda mdTanz!.id.
3. Sourh Afiicis rhce cipnal ciries are:

Pretoda Adoihi$nriYe
Capc lown Legisladve
Bloenfontein Judicial

4. Mount Kilinanjrrel9,340 feer (5895 m) elsation
5. Morocco, ,Algcria, Tunisia, I_ibya, Egypr
6. Cape ofcood Hope
7. A drome&ry hs onc hunp and a badi.n has so

8. An a)e-ale is foud h Madag.s.rr.

r0. SPhim Eai?r
tl Gabon, Congo, Donocraric Repubiic of rhe Corgo,

Uganda, Kenya, Somalia
12. l*e Asal, Djihotrd 512 ftet (l t6 d below sea lcvcl

14. Togo
15. a camel usd for drNpo{ation ofpeople ald goods

18. in pans ofthe Sahm ds*t

21. all rhre liner run throug! Africa
22. Atlandc Ocean, Indiah Ocean, MediFnnean sea, Red

26. It is a place wheE nnportant losils have bccn lound.

pag.72
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Technology

CD-ROM and Disks
Encarta@ Encyclopedia; oMicrosoft Corporation (CD-ROM).
MacGhbe & PC Globe; Broderbund (disk).

IYhere in the \Yorld ls Carmen Sandiego?; Broderbund (CD-ROM and disk).
lYo d Fact Booh; Bureau of Electronic Publishing Inc. (CD-ROM).
Zip Zap Map; National Geographic (laser disc and disk).

Vebsites
Research sites on the \forld VTide \feb that supplement the material in this resource book.
Recommend approved sites to your students. r

Check this site for information on specific countries:
CIA Fact Book-www.odci.gov/cialpublications/factbook/counrry-frame.html
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Keep geography skills sharp wth focused da ly
practice. 36-we€k pro0r€ss ve program. Just a few minutes

a day to practice esseftial map r€ad ng ski ls, based 0n the

1B Nat onal Geoqraphy Slandards. T€acher resource pages,

reproducible maps afd globes, map transparencies,
glossary of geography terms. and answer k€ys nclud€d.

160 pp plus 36 map transparencies each.

Maps & More
Maps ot the USA
Ceopoi[LdlTdpsolFacho' fFi "\ statFc: oolirca ndo

of the six regions; aid p0llical, phys ca and tlremat c

maps o1the United Siales. Yo!r'll a so find lun facts,
geography bee-type q!rest 0ns afd rev evr' paoes. Also

ncluded are eva ualion forms, a crosswofd puzzle, a word
search, and an afsw€r key. Grades T-6.128 pp EMCa721

The World-Reterence Maps and Forms
92 maps n al, ncludlng physica maps, poljtical maps, and

blank maps for stLdents to fi I out. Just a lew of the maps

ifcl!ded are of the world, ind v dual coftifents, Canada

Ufited States, lvrexico, and U.S. reoions Also ncluded are

evaluation forms. a crossword p!22 e. a word search, and

an anslver k€y Grades 3 6, 112 pp. EMC 3720

Cover the 7 Gontinents
Grades 3-6
Based on the fve themes of geography develop€d lly ih€

Association of Ane can Gergrapre6 tog ether with the

Mati0nal C,uncil fot Geogtaphic Educali0n.

Seven books on€ for each c0ntinent bI mm ng with lessons

thal help students bui d bas c geography skil s.
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Teacher reso!rce pages exp aln activitles, includ ng a clear

explanation ol the five themes 0f Oeography. Information paqes

to share with stlrdents, and a wealth of reproduc bLes such as

maps afd fote takers.

Each book includesa poster-size (17 x 22 ) co or topoOraph c

map of the featured continent 80 pp. p us poster-s 2e map.
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